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Mont Blanc, at 4810m is
the highest summit in
Europe; the town of Cha-
monix is nestled between
two of the valleys and is
surrounded by 3000m
peaks.  Elevated at 1035m
you know before you travel
that the destination's repu-
tation of unique location
and excellent off piste
means that you are guar-
anteed a fantastic week's
boarding ± provided of
course that there is snow!

Fortunately for us, the first
week of the season had seen a
big dump of snow which
doubled with more powder
when we were out there.

My travelling partner and I
were going out on a mission
to Chamonix to conquer the
world of snowboarding¼or at
least try to!  Ash had skied
before and was confident that
she would pick it up in no
time ± I, on the other hand

had got to 25  being a com-
plete disaster with anything
that involved intentionally
sliding around, you name it:
skate boarding, ice skating ±
I spent more time nursing a
rather sore bottom and knees
than spinning elegantly
around so I sat on the plane
vowing to myself, no matter
what, to pick it up faster than
her... 

Touching down in Geneva
after an hour and a half flight
courtesy of easyJet from
Stansted, makes you realise
how close this Narnia-esque
world is.  Freshtraxxx were
waiting to make our transfer
as smooth as possible and the
drive from the airport to the
chalet was sounded with
whoops of excitement as we
turned a corner and our eyes
were met with falling snow
and the majestic mountain
range.  Silence then fell
inside the vehicle as we all
simply gazed in wonder as
we drove past the Christmas

card looking chalets with foot
long icicles hanging from the
roofs and snow covered trees
somehow managing to bear
the weight of snow on top.

Ansel Adams would have
had a field day, however the
area is so naturally stunning
that you will get brilliant
shots with your standard dig-
ital point and shoot, just

make sure that you keep it as
warm as possible in your
inner jacket pocket to avoid it
shutting down on you from
the extreme cold.

High on excitement, alti-
tude and post Christmas pre
New Year's anticipation we
arrived at our chalet.

Freshtraxxx was born four

years ago by three snow-
boarding fanatics who saw
the gap in the market for hol-
idays which were geared
towards trendy 20 to 30-
something year-olds who,
whilst being hot on their
boarding still enjoyed a cer-
tain level of luxury on their
holidays.  If wide comfy sofas
bordering a roaring fire and

candlelit three course dinners
around a banquet table every
night is your thing, you will
not be disappointed.  Their
initial concept has proven to
be so popular that they have
expanded from their initial
12 sleeping chalet to owning
three chalets and at the time
of going to press are just

about to officially open their
first hotel, bar and restaurant.  

On entering the chalet we
were met by Kate, our lovely
chalet host who showed us
around our home for the next
week and then sat us in front
of the fire and plied us with
brownies and hot chocolate
whilst she proceeded to tell
us how Freshtraxxx would
take care of all of our needs
so that we could relax and
focus on having an awesome
holiday.  

Chalet 715 is their luxury
chalet and it is simply yet
tastefully decorated with nat-
ural woods forming features
throughout.  In their market-
ing material Freshtraxxx
make the claim that they
have thought about every-
thing from the temperature of
the hot tub to the chilling of
the champagne.  In this busi-
ness it is not uncommon to
hear claims like this and over
the course of the week I kept
my beady eye open whilst

they proved their boast to be
fact.  Excellent extras such as
a special TV screen in which
you can slot your camera's
memory card every day to sit
back and watch the day's
shots made a fun half and
hour every night before din-
ner.  

Dinner.  Now this section
needs a special mention as
the food was absolutely out-
standing.  Snowboarding for
six hours a day makes you
build up a huge appetite and
fortunately the winner of the
Freshtraxxx `chef-off' which
involved three potential
chalet chefs competing to
win the right to work in 715.
This honour went to Ross
Guthrie, the most chilled out
Aussie chef I've ever met.  He
spent hours every day creat-
ing culinary delights such as
scallops with Thai fragrant
vegetables or braised lamb
shank with roasted balsamic
vegetables to satisfy all of
our hunger needs and give us

With the snow season
now fully under way

Docklands News made the
short  t rip to Chamonix,
care of  Freshtraxxx and
easyJet , to see if  one of

the most  desired locat ions
for boarding and ski- ing
came up with the goods

...and we were not  
disappointed¼

`Touching down in Geneva after an
hour and a half flight makes you

realise just how close this 
Narnia-esque world is.'



all of the nutrients we needed
to be active on the slopes fol-
lowed, of course, by a suit-
ably rich dessert.

The three courses were
immaculately presented and
dinner was always a hilarious
experience of getting to
know your other chalet
guests and hearing the day's
accounts from the slopes.
Nights are either spent at one
of the local cocktail bars
chilling out and watching
movies on the 6ft projector
screen or bubbling away in
the hot tub.

Snowboarding¼
This is by far the best new

thing that I've done in years.
The adrenaline rush that you
get from a day's boarding
leaves you craving more.
Make sure that you wrap up
warmly as most days it was
±15 when we were out!  I
would recommend the Protest
brand of clothing for your
jackets and trousers ± any-
thing that kept us warm in
these conditions has got to be
top notch as well as having
all of the technical advan-
tages that you may need.

If you don't have your own
boarding gear, don't worry;
the Burton brand of snow-
boards and gear is world
renowned and the shop `Zero
G' on the main road into the
town acts as a Burton test
centre.  Leave half an hour
for Martin (manager) and his
crew to kit you out.  They
will ensure for a very com-
petitive price that you are
riding the latest and more
importantly, correct equip-
ment for your height, weight
and standard.  After seeing
people limping around com-
plaining that their boots were
killing them I was dreading
putting my feet into them.
No worries there as they were

so comfortable I mooched
around in them all day. 

On day one we hired a pri-
vate instructor, a French
snowboarding genius called
Fred who barked orders to
`turn' at us until he was blue
in the face.  Nevertheless
after two hours of this and
with the extra help of two
Australian brothers that we
befriended, we managed to
get down the slopes in one
piece.  Stacking it off the but-
ton and chair lifts and being
scoffed at by skiers is manda-
tory but believe me there are
plenty of ways to get your
own back. 

Once able to stop and link
turn we were up for explor-
ing the pistes.  In the Cha-
monix region you can choose
from Le Brevent, La Flegere,
Le Tour and Les Grands Mon-
tets, all of which have excel-
lent lifts and mountain cafes
in full operation between
9am and 4pm. Le Tour is
excellent for beginners with a
really wide slope and you can
graduate to La Flegere when
competent for some good
green runs.

Due to the steep nature of
the region, the majority of
the runs are blues, reds and
blacks.  Some of our chalet
friends hired guides to take
them off piste in the search
for fresh powder and came
back raving about how good
it was.  Buses run every 15
minutes in season  however,
Freshtraxxx will drive you
wherever you want to go
each day and arrange pick up
times and guides for you if
you wish which makes every-
thing incredibly easy.  There
is an ample size, secure board
room to store your equip-
ment.

Well despite my vow, Ash
picked it up in two days with
me slipping along behind her.
However, one vow that will

be easy to keep is the one I
made on the plane home ± to
return in March for some
more powder and sun¼.see
you there¼!

Exploring 
Chamonix¼

You can spend hours and
thousands of euros meander-
ing around this picturesque
town.  If you have forgotten
any equipment or want to
treat yourself, this is the
place to do it as all of the
massive names from
Berghaus to Chanel are there.
Keep your hands warm on a
sweet waffle as you walk
around window shopping or
exploring the old museum.
Then meet up with friends for
hot chocolates and pastries in
the town square.

Chamonix is set apart from
other ski resorts which sur-
vive purely from the snow
season as it plays home to
10,000 permanent residents.
This means that there are
dozens of excellent bars,
Goophy's and Bar 74 to name
a few; Michelin starred
restaurants (Maison Carriere,
Matafan or Le Bistro) and a
host of nightclubs. 

One week with Freshtraxxx
varies from £455 to £645
depending on which chalet
you stay in. This includes
breakfast, afternoon tea,
three course dinner with
wine, return airport 
transfers, in-resort transfers
to ski lifts, fully equipped
in-house bars, 3 mornings
mountain escorting and a 6
day ̀ all areas' lift pass
(worth £130).
See www.freshtraxxx.com
for more details.

easyJet flies to Geneva from
London Gatwick, London
Luton, London Stansted,
Bristol, Bournemouth,
Glasgow, Edinburgh,
Newcastle, Belfast,
Liverpool,
Doncaster/Sheffield and
Nottingham East Midlands
with prices from £22.99
one-way (inc. taxes) and
return from £40.98 (inc.
taxes)
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To be the lucky winner of a week in a Freshtraxxx chalet for two people in Chamonix (flights not inclu ded) be the
first person to answer the following question correctly and email it in to news@docklandsnews.co.uk

What is the name of the chef at Chalet 715?
Holiday must be taken by the end of April 2006.  Th ere is no cash alternative.  Entries must be received by 20th Janaury 2006

Must do's in 
Chamonix for
days off the

slopes...
A sight-seeing trip up
the Aiguille du Midi

cable car ± 3842m high 
Parapenting off the

Brevent 
A trip up the 

Montenvers train to
see the famous Mer de

Glace glacier 
Glacier walking on
the Mer de Glace 

Trip over to 
Courmayeur (to ski,

shop or dine) 
Husky dog sledging 

Watch and experience
a live ice hockey match

at the Patinoire 
Helicopter pleasure

flight over the Argen-
ti"re glacier (or even to
the top of Mont Blanc if

you can afford it!)

Protest gear kept us warm even in -19 conditions

Get out and experience Chamonix's party scene

Attempt the slider in the chalet's garden

Scallops await the diners...


